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Lone Dog’s Winter Count (1800-1871)
(see http://nmai.si.edu/sites/1/files/pdf/education/poster_lone_dog_final.pdf)



Nisenan
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cot   caught
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Nisenan
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Nisenan



Obispeño Chumash (Yak tityu tityu yak tilhini ) 

http://collections.si.edu/search/slideshow_embedded?xml=%22http://sirismm.si.edu/naa/vi
ewer/Harrington_mf3_r1_Gallery/viewer_Harrington_mf3_r1.xml%22 (last slide on p 6 of 
reel 1)

http://collections.si.edu/search/slideshow_embedded?xml="http://sirismm.si.edu/naa/viewer/Harrington_mf3_r1_Gallery/viewer_Harrington_mf3_r1.xml"


IPA vs. Americanist systems

• IPA  (e.g. Harrington)

• j  

•

•

• Americanist (e.g. Udall)

• y

• ñ

• č, tc

• š, c

•



ONE SOUND, ONE SYMBOL

ENGLISH

same symbol, many 
sounds

“g” in gate, gym, enough, 
though

same sound, many 
symbols

[a] as in family, fame, 
father

IPA, AMERICANIST

“g” always as in gate

[a] always as in father



History of writing of Shawnee vowels

http://www.fantasy-epublications.com/shawnee-traditions/Language/Sounds.html



Shawnee sounds written in IPA

Vowels:  i, i:, e, o, a, a:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shawnee_language



History of writing of Shawnee vowels

http://www.fantasy-epublications.com/shawnee-traditions/Language/Sounds.html

Wikipedia 
phonetics
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Lushootseed ejectives

etc.







Tolowa
Three alphabets have been used since the 
formation of the Tolowa Dee-ni’ Language 
program, sponosored by the Del Norte Indian 
Welfare Association in 1969. The first was a 
"Tolowa version of the Uni-fon alphabet', 
written by hand. A new Practical Alphabet was 
devised in 1993 for purposes of typing on the 
computer. In 1997, Loren Bommelyn
developed an alphabet which did not require a 
barred l or nasal hook characters called the 
Tolowa Dee-ni’ Alphabet.



Tolowa, cont.

The following upgrades allowed the alphabet to 
be represented from the keyboard: the 
consonant blend Lh or lh replaced the Barred-L 
consonant, the letter V or v replaced both the 
Barred-U vowel and the Barred-I reduced vowel, 
and the tilde diacritic (~) replaced the vowel 
Nasal hook as follows a~, i~, and u~. 

Sample:  Taa-laa-wa Dee-ni’



Part of Dee-n’ alphabet

Cons Ejective Dee-ni ex.
ch ch’ ch’a’
gh ghee
t              t’               tvtlh-xvt

t’uu-ya~
k             k’             k’aa~-sra




